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Inspired by (but not limited to) the western classical tradition, The School of Athens is an independent,
nonprofit, nonpartisan adult academy of lifelong learning, which provides high-quality intellectual
activities and fellowship of meaningful educational value.

The public is invited to an informal gathering introducing The School of Athens, an adult academy of
forever learning, to the Sandhills. This event will be held in the Teresa Wood Reading Room at the Boyd
Library at Sandhills Community College, on Friday June 19, from 10 a.m. to noon. Register in advance at

www.theschoolofathens.net/courses.

This introduction will be led by founder Blaine Paxton Hall to discuss his motivations for creating The
School of Athens. Examples of previously presented classes, lectures, social and community events will
be highlighted. There will be time allotted for questions.

Following the introduction and orientation to The School of Athens, to round off the event, guests are
invited to participate in the annual Poetry Forum. Consider bringing a poem with a spring or summer
theme to share with the group.

Founded in July 2022, in Chapel Hill, The School of Athens inaugural class, Ekphrastic Poetry, was
presented in March 2023, at the Old Lystra Inn, a historic, 1890 renovated farmhouse, in Chatham
County, the private home of the late Paul Green, a North Carolina Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright and
author.

Blaine Paxton Hall is a Moore County resident, annual scholarship donor and instructor at Sandhills
Community College. Prior to retiring in 2018, he was a senior clinician in the department of hospital
medicine at Duke Regional Hospital, and an adjunct associate professor in the Duke University physician
assistant program. He earned his B.S. from Roosevelt University, a master’s in clinical leadership from
Duke School of Medicine, and physician associate training at Wake Forest School of Medicine. Hall is the
author of “Hestia’s House,” a literary memoir, and numerous other published articles, essays and poems.

Last summer, the Sandhills Branch of the English-Speaking Union sponsored Hall, who received the
national E-SU’s full scholarship to attend Oxford University, Exeter College as a summer school, His
program of study was English literature.

The School of Athens enjoys a sister-affiliate relationship with the Sandhills Branch of the English-
Speaking Union, as they are closely aligned in common with the mission of education and the vision of

local, lifelong learning.

For more information, visit www.theschoolofathens.net.
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